
MULTILINGUAL DIMENSIONS OF 
BILINGUAL ACQUISITION AND 

ATTRITION 



MULTIL INGUALISM C AN BE  DEF INED AS…

‘ ’ A NYO NE  W H O  C A N C O MMU NI C AT E  I N  MO R E  T H A N O NE  
L A NG UAG E , B E  I T  AC T I V E  ( S P E A K I NG  A ND  W R I T I NG )  O R  PA S S I V E  

( L I S T E N I NG  A ND  R E A D I NG ) . ( L I , 2 0 0 8 )  

BIL INGUALISM C AN BE  DEF INED AS…

• “ T H E  NAT I V E - L I KE  C O NT RO L  O F  T WO  L A NG UAG E S ”  
( B L O O MF I E L D  1 9 8 4 )  

• “ A  T RU E  B I L I NG UA L  I S  S O ME O NE  W H O  I S  TA KE N TO  B E  O NE  O F  
T H E MS E LV E S  B Y  T H E  ME MB E R S  O F  T WO  D I F F E R E NT  L I NG U I S T I C  
C O MMU NI T I E S , AT  RO U G H LY  T H E  S A ME  S O C I A L  A ND  C U LT U R A L  
L E V E L”  ( T H I E RY  1 9 7 8 , I N  G RO S J E A N 1 9 9 2 )

• ‘ ’ A NYO NE  W H O  P O S S E S S E S  A  M I N I MA L  C O MP E T E NC E  I N  O NLY  
O NE  O F  T H E  F O U R  L A NG UAG E  S K I L L S … I N  A  L A NG UAG E  OT H E R  
H I S  MOT H E R  TO NG U E ’ ’  ( MAC NA MA R A  1 9 6 7 )

WHAT IS MULTILINGUALISM AND BILINGUALISM?

A  B I L I N G U A L  C A N  T H E R E F O R E  B E  D E F I N E D  A S  S O M E O N E  W H O  H A S  M O R E  T H A N  O N E  L A N G U A G E  E M B E D D E D  I N  T H E I R  L I V E S



LANGUAGE ATTRITION

LANGUAGE ATTRIT ION C AN BE  CLEARLY DEF INED AS  AN INDIV IDUAL PHENOMENON 
(DE  BOTT, 2001 )  AND I S  CLOSELY L INKED TO SOCIAL  ASPECTS  OF  LANGUAGE USE .

IT  REFERS  TO THE GRADUAL LOSS  OR REDUCTION OF L INGUIST IC  KNOWLEDGE AND 
SK ILLS . IT  C AN BE  DEF INED AS  AS  BE ING A NON-AGE RELATED STRUCTURAL LOSS…

‘ ’THE NON-PATHOLOGIC AL DECREASE IN A LANGUAGE THAT HAD 
PREVIOUSLY BEEN ACQUIRED BY AN INDIVIDUAL’ ’ (KÖPKE & SCHMID 2004 :5)

THE RATE  OF  LANGUAGE ATTRIT ION I S  LARGELY DETERMINED BY A MULTITUDE OF  
FACTORS  THAT C AN BE :

Ø L INGUIST IC  (GRAMMAR, SYNTAX)
Ø SOCIOL INGUIST IC  (ETHNIC ITY, REL IG ION)
Ø COGNIT IVE  (MEMORY, APT ITUDE , L ITERACY)
Ø B IOLOGIC AL  (PLAST IC ITY, INHIB IT ION, EMOTIONAL IMPL IC ATION)



INTERVIEWEE #1

• D O  Y O U  R E G A R D  Y O U R S E L F  A S  A  B I L I N G U A L ?  Y E S
• H O W  D O  Y O U  D E F I N E  B I L I N G U A L I S M ?  B E I N G  A B L E  T O  U N D E R S TA N D  O R  R E S P O N D  T O  O T H E R S  I N  2  O R  

M O R E  L A N G U A G E S
‘ ’ B I L I N G U A L I S M  I S  T H E  U S E  O F  T W O  O R  M O R E  L A N G U A G E S  I N  E V E R Y D AY  L I F E ’ ’  ( G R O S J E A N  2 0 1 3 )

• W H E N  D I D  Y O U  L E A R N  Y O U R  S E C O N D  L A N G U A G E ?  AT  4  Y E A R S  O L D .
• H O W  D I D  Y O U  A C Q U I R E  I T ?  F R O M  M Y  E N G L I S H  FA M I LY  M E M B E R S  A N D  S C H O O L .
• D O  Y O U  T H I N K  Y O U  H A V E  F U L LY  A C Q U I R E D  T H E  L 2 ?  Y E S ,  B E C A U S E  I  H A V E  S T U D I E D  M Y  W H O L E  L I F E  I N  

E N G L A N D
• D O E S  Y O U R  L 1  K N O W L E D G E  A F F E C T  Y O U R  L 2  A C Q U I S I T I O N ?  I T  H A S  N O  E F F E C T  O N  M Y  L 2  B E C A U S E  I  

L E A R N E D  I T  W H E N  I  W A S  3  A N D  H A V E  B E E N  S T U D Y I N G  E N G L I S H  F R O M  T H AT T I M E .  H O W E V E R ,  I  D O  
S O M E T I M E S  U S E  T U R K I S H  W O R D S  I N  M Y  E N G L I S H  S E N T E N C E S .

• I N  W H I C H  C O N T E X T  D O  Y O U  U S U A L LY  C O D E - S W I T C H  O R  C O D E  M I X ?  W H I L E  S P E A K I N G  T O  M Y  
G R A N D PA R E N T S ,  S O M E T I M E S  T O  M Y  K I D S  A N D  S O M E T I M E S  U N C O N S C I O U S LY.

• W H I C H  L A N G U A G E  D O  Y O U  U S E  M O R E ?  E N G L I S H
• H A S  Y O U R  F I R S T  L A N G U A G E  G O N E  T H R O U G H  AT T R I T I O N ?  I F  Y E S ,  H O W  A N D  W H Y ?  I  C A N  C O M M U N I C AT E  

W I T H  T U R K I S H  S P E A K E R S  B U T  I  L A C K  S O M E  G R A M M AT I C A L  P O I N T S  O F  I T  A N D  I  M I S P R O N O U N C E  T H E  
L O N G E R  W O R D S .

• W O U L D  Y O U  C L A S S  Y O U R S E L F  A S  A  M A X I M A L I S T  O R  M I N I M A L I S T  B I L I N G U A L ?  M A X I M A L I S T  A S  I  H A V E  F U L LY  
A C Q U I R E D  E N G L I S H  B U T  N O T  A S  P R O F I C I E N T LY  A S  M Y  L 1

• H O W  D O  T H E  L A N G U A G E S  Y O U  S P E A K  S H A P E  Y O U R  I D E N T I T Y ?  I ’ M  M O R E  C O N F I D E N T  S P E A K I N G  E N G L I S H  A S  
O P P O S E D  T O  T U R K I S H .



MI H R I B A N I S  A N  E A R L Y  C O NS E C U T I V E  B I L I NG U A L .   W E  C A N C O NC L U D E  T H I S  

B E C A U S E  S H E  H A S  H A D  H E R  L 2  A D D E D  I N  E A R L Y  C H I L D H O O D .

A S  S U G G E S T E D  B Y  M Y U S K E N  ( 2 0 0 3 ) ,  ‘ ’ I N S E R T I O N  O F  L E X I C AL  I T E M S  O R  

E N T I R E  C O N S T I T U E N T S  F R O M  O N E  L AN G U AG E  I N T O  A S T R U C T U R E  

F R O M  O T H E R  L AN G U AG E S ’ ’  AN D  ‘ ’ D I F F E R E N T  G R AM M AT I C AL  

I N V E N T O R I E S ’ ’ .  

F O R  E X A MP L E :

‘ ’ B R I NG  ME  MY       B A B U Ç ( S )  A NNE M! ’ ’        O R ‘ ’ A MA NN!  İ B R O KE İT ! ’ ’

[ C O D E MI X I NG ]     [ S L I P P E R S ]  [ MY G I R L ]                     [ O H ! ]

A L T H O U G H  S H E  D E V E L O P E D  T U R K I S H  W H E N S H E  W A S  3 ,  W I T H I N  T H E  
C R I T I C A L  P E R I O D ,  S H E  H A S N ’ T  D E V E L O P E D  I N  T H A T  L A NG U A G E  D U E  T O  
E NV I R O NME NT A L  F A C T O R S  A ND  I NC O MP L E T E  L 1  A C Q U I S I T I O N A S  S C H MI D  
( 2 0 0 1 )  S U G G E S T E D .  

A T T R I T I O N O F  H E R  L 1 :  H E R  T U R K I S H  P R O F I C I E NC Y  H A S  D E C L I NE D  A S  S H E
D O E S  NO T  U S E  I T  O N A  D A I L Y  B A S I S  A ND  H A S  NO T  S T U D I E D  T H E  F E A T U R E S  
O F  T H E  L A NG U A G E  A T  S C H O O L  A F T E R  T H E  A G E  O F  4 .

CONCLUSIONS…



INTERVIEWEE #2

• W H AT  D O  Y O U  D E F I N E  A S  B I L I N G U A L I S M ?  S O M E O N E  W H O  S P E A K S  M U LT I P L E  L A N G U A G E S .

• AT  W H AT  A G E  D I D  Y O U  S TA R T  L E A R N I N G  T H E  L A N G U A G E S ?  E N G L I S H  A N D  B E N G A L I  F R O M  B I R T H .   A R A B I C  F R O M  T H E  A G E  O F  1 7 .

• AT  W H AT  A G E  D I D  Y O U  F U L LY  A C Q U I R E  I T ?  A R A B I C  AT  T H E  A G E  O F  1 9 .

• H O W / W H E R E  D I D  Y O U  L E A R N  I T ?  B E N G A L I  F R O M  H O M E ,  E N G L I S H  F R O M  H O M E  A N D  S C H O O L  A N D  A R A B I C  F R O M  P R I V AT E  L E S S O N S  
I N  E G Y P T.

• W H AT  M O T I V AT E D  Y O U  T O  L E A R N  I T ?  E N G L I S H  – S C H O O L  A N D  FA M I LY,  B E N G A L I  – FA M I LY  A N D  A R A B I C  – I  W A N T E D  T O  L E A R N  
A N O T H E R  L A N G U A G E  A N D  I  W A S  L I V I N G  I N  E G Y P T  S O  I  W A S  A M O N G  N O N - E N G L I S H  S P E A K E R S .

• W H I C H  L A N G U A G E  I S  Y O U R  L A / L B  A N D  W H AT  C O N T E X T S  D O  Y O U  U S E  T H E M  I N ?  E N G L I S H  I S  M Y  L A  ( E V E R Y D AY,  H O M E ,  W O R K ,  
F R I E N D S )  A N D  B E N G A L I  I S  M Y  L B  ( O L D E R  FA M I LY  M E M B E R S )  A N D  A R A B I C  I S  M Y  L C  ( W I T H  S O M E  A R A B  F R I E N D S ) .

• H O W  H A V E  T H E  L A N G U A G E S  Y O U  L E A R N T  S H A P E D  Y O U R  I D E N T I T Y ?  L E A R N I N G  A R A B I C  A L L O W E D  M E  T O  U N D E R S TA N D  A  D I F F E R E N T  
C U LT U R E  A N D  B E N G A L I  I S  M Y  PA R E N T S  N AT I V E  L A N G U A G E  S O  I T  G I V E S  M E  A N  I N S I G H T  I N T O  T H E  C U LT U R E  T H E Y  G R E W  U P  W I T H .  

• H O W  D O E S  Y O U R  L 1  E F F E C T  Y O U R  L 2 ?  E N G L I S H  A S  L 1  M A D E  L E A R N I N G  A R A B I C  D I F F I C U LT  A S  T H E  S E N T E N C E  S T R U C T U R E S  A R E  
V E R Y  D I F F E R E N T  ( A L M O S T  I N  R E V E R S E ) .  

• W H I C H  L A N G U A G E  D O  Y O U  T H I N K / D R E A M  I N ?  E N G L I S H

• D O  Y O U  A G R E E  T H AT  “ B I L I N G U A L I S M  B E G I N S  W H E N  T H E  S P E A K E R  O F  O N E  L A N G U A G E  C A N  P R O D U C E  C O M P L E T E  M E A N I N G F U L  
U T T E R A N C E S  I N  T H E  O T H E R  L A N G U A G E  ( H A U G E N ,  1 9 5 3 : 7 ) ” ? N O ,  I  D I S A G R E E  A S  I N  M Y  O P I N I O N  B E I N G  B I L I N G U A L  I S  T O  B E  A B L E  
T O  S P E A K  M O R E  T H A N  O N E  L A N G U A G E  F L U E N T LY,  N O T  J U S T  A  F E W  U T T E R A N C E S  A S  T H I S  D E F I N I T I O N  I S  V E R Y  V A G U E



CONCLUSIONS…

I  WO U L D  C L A S S  A D I L  A S  A N  ‘ E A R LY  B I L I N G UA L ‘  A S  H E  L E A R N T  B OT H  E N G L I S H  A N D  B E N G A L I  
F RO M  B I RT H .

H OW E V E R , F RO M  1 7  A S  H E  L E A R N T  A R A B I C , T H I S  WO U L D  C O U N T  A S  ‘ C O N S E C U T I V E  
B I L I N G UA L I S M ’ , A S  I T  WA S  L E A R N T  A F T E R  H E  A L R E A DY  K N E W  E N G L I S H  A N D  B E N G A L I .

H E  M O S T  C O M M O N LY  F I N D S  H I M S E L F  I N  A  B I L I N G UA L  M O D E , A S  FA M I LY  AT  H O M E  I S  A L S O  
B I L I N G U A L  I N  E N G L I S H  A N D  B E N G A L I , A S  A R E  S O M E  O F  H I S  F R I E N D S .

H E  H A D  B OT H  A N  I N T E G R AT I V E  A N D  I N S T RU M E N TA L  M OT I VAT I O N F O R  L E A R N I N G  A R A B I C  A S  
H E  WA S  L I V I N G  I N  E G Y P T  AT  T H E  T I M E  ( H E  N E E D E D  T H E  L 3  TO  I N T E G R AT E  W I T H I N  T H E  S P E E C H  
C O M M U N I T Y ) , A N D  A L S O  WA N T E D  TO  L E A R N  A N OT H E R  L A N G U AG E  A S  H E  T H O U G H T  I T  WO U L D  B E  
U S E F U L .

H E  U S E S  C O D E - S W I T C H I N G F RO M  H I S  L 1 - L 2  M O S T  C O M M O N LY  I N  A  R E L A X E D  E N V I RO N M E N T, F O R  
E X A M P L E  AT  H O M E  W I T H  FA M I LY  M E M B E R S .

I  WO U L D  C L A S S  C L A S S  A D I L  RO U G H LY  I N  T H E  M I D D L E  O F  T H E  M I N I M A L I S T  – M A X I M A L I S T  
C O N T I N U U M B U T  M O R E  TOWA R D S  T H E  M I N I M A L I S T S I D E , A S  H E  D I D  N OT  G I V E  E X T E N S I V E  
D E TA I L  I N  E X P L A I N I N G  B I L I N G U A L I S M  H I M S E L F  – H OW E V E R , W H E N  A S K E D  H I S  O P I N I O N  O N  T H E  
D E F I N I T I O N  I  G AV E , H E  R A I S E D  S O M E  M A X I M A L I S T  P O I N T S . 

AT T R I T I O N :  A D I L  A L S O  M E N T I O N E D  H E  D O E S  F E E L  S I N C E  L E A R N I N G  A R A B I C  L 3 , H E  H A S  L O S T  
S O M E  L A N G U AG E  F E AT U R E S  O F  H I S  L 2  ( B E N G A L I ) , A S  W H E N  H E  WA S  L I V I N G  I N  E G Y P T, H E  N E V E R  
N E E D E D  TO  S P E A K  B E N G A L I . 

MINIMALIST MAXIMALIST



INTERVIEWEE #3

• A T  W H A T  A G E  D I D  Y O U  S T A R T  L E A R N I N G  Y O U R  L 2 ?   W H E N  W A S  1 2  A N D  C A R R I E D  O N  T H R O U G H O U T  H I G H  S C H O O L ,  T H E N  
A - L E V E L S  A N D  U N I V E R S I T Y .

• A T  W H A T  A G E  D I D  Y O U  F U L L Y  A C Q U I R E  Y O U R  L 2 ?  I T ’ S  H A R D  T O  S A Y  R E A L L Y ,  I  C O U L D  H A V E  O N E - O N  – O N E  
C O N V E R S A T I O N S  A B O U T  M O S T  G E N E R A L  T H I N G S  B Y  A - L E V E L ,  S O  1 7  O R  S O .  B U T  O B V I O U S L Y  I  G O T  B E T T E R  A N D  
B E T T E R  A S  T H E  Y E A R S  W E N T  O N .  A T  U N I V E R S I T Y  I  W A S  D E F I N I T E L Y  F U L L Y  C O M P E T E N T ,  S O  1 8  O R  1 9  Y E A R S  O L D .

• H O W  A N D  W H E R E  D I D  Y O U  L E A R N  Y O U R  L 2 ?  I  L E A R N T  F R E N C H  A T  S C H O O L  T H R O U G H  M Y  T E A C H E R S .

• W H A T  M O T I V A T E D  Y O U  T O  L E A R N  I T ?  I  R E A L L Y  L O V E D  F R E N C H  A S  S O O N  A S  I  B E G A N  L E A R N I N G  I T  A N D  T H E  I D E A  O F  
B E I N G  A B L E  T O  S P E A K  M O R E  T H A N  O N E  L A N G U A G E  W A S  S O M E T H I N G  T H A T  R E A L L Y  A P P E A L E D  T O  M E .  I T  W A S  M Y  
F A V O U R I T E  S U B J E C T  A T  S C H O O L  S O  I  C A R R I E D  I T  O N  F O R  A S  L O N G  A S  I  C O U L D .  

• W H I C H  I S  Y O U R  L A / L B  A N D  I N  W H A T  C O N T E X T S  D O  Y O U  U S E  T H E M ?  I  L I V E  I N  P A R I S  S O  I  U S E  F R E N C H  T H E  M O S T  A S  M Y  
L A .  I  S P E A K  T O  M Y  F A M I L Y  E V E R Y D A Y  I N  E N G L I S H .  I  A M  O N L Y  A L L O W E D  T O  T R A N S L A T E  I N T O  E N G L I S H ,  S O  I  G U E S S  
Y O U  C O U L D  S A Y  T H A T  E N G L I S H  I S  M Y  L A ,  S I N C E  I T  I S  M Y  N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E  A N D  I  A L S O  H A V E  T O  A T  L E A S T  W R I T E  I N  
I T  E V E R Y D A Y .

• H O W  D O  T H E  L A N G U A G E S  Y O U  S P E A K  S H A P E  Y O U R  I D E N T I T Y ?  I  D O  R E A L L Y  I D E N T I F Y  W I T H  F R E N C H  A N D  I  F E E L  L I K E  
F R A N C E  I S  M Y  H O M E ,  A  L O T  M O R E  T H A N  E N G L A N D  I S .  A  L O T  O F  P E O P L E  M I S T A K E  M E  F O R  B E I N G  F R E N C H ,  W H I C H  I  
R E A L L Y  L I K E .  I ’ M  N O T  S U R E  I  T H I N K  O F  M Y S E L F  A S  A C T U A L L Y  B E I N G  F R E N C H  T H O U G H ,  D E F I N I T E L Y  B R I T I S H .

• H O W  D O E S  Y O U R  L 1  A F F E C T  T H E  U S E  O F  Y O U R  L 2 ?  W E L L  I  H A V E  T O  U S E  B O T H  T O  T R A N S L A T E ,  B U T  I N  M O S T  
S I T U A T I O N S  I ’ M  I N  I  U S E  M Y  L 2 .

• W H I C H  L A N G U A G E  D O  Y O U  T H I N K / D R E A M  I N ?  I  T H I N K  I N  E N G L I S H  A N D  I  M O S T L Y  D R E A M  I N  I T  T O O ,  B U T  I  D O  H A V E  
D R E A M S  T H A T  A R E  I N  F R E N C H .  A P P A R E N T L Y  I  S L E E P  T A L K  I N  B O T H  O F  T H E M !

• D O  Y O U  C O N S I D E R  Y O U R S E L F  T O  B E  B I L I N G U A L ?  Y E S  D E F I N I T E L Y .  



CONCLUSIONS…

• I  W O U L D  L A B E L  H I M  A S  A  LA T E  C O NS E C U T I V E  B I L I NG U A L  A S  H E  B E C A M E  A  
B I L I NG U A L  A F T E R  C H I LD H O O D  ( L I  W E I ,  2006 )

• I  P L A C E D  A L E X  A S  D E F I N I T I O N O NE  O F  B I L I NG U A L I S M  – ‘ ’ B I L I NG U A L I S M  
M E A N S H A V I NG  A  ‘ ’ NA T I V E  L I K E  C O NT R O L  O F  T W O  LA NG U A G E S ’ ’  
( B LO O M F I E LD  1933 : 53 ) ,  S I NC E  H E  H A S  A  D E G R E E  A ND  A  MA S T E R S  I N  
F R E NC H /T R A NS L A T I O N A ND  MO S T  F R E NC H  P E O P L E  T H I NK  H E  I S  F R E NC H .  

• H O W E V E R ,  H E  S A I D  T H A T  H E  W O U L D  I D E NT I F Y  W I T H  D E F I N I T I O N S I X  -
‘ ’ B I L I NG U A LS  D O  NO T  NE C E S S A R I LY  NE E D  T O  H A V E  P E R F E C T  K NO W LE D G E  
O F  A LL  T H E  LA NG U A G E S  T H E Y  K NO W  T O  B E  C O NS I D E R E D  A S  S U C H ’ ’  
( G R O S J E A N &  L I ,  2013 : 7 ) ,  S I NC E  H E  S T I L L  H A S  T O  D O  R E S E A R C H  F O R  
D I F F E R E NT  P I E C E S  H E  T R A NS L A T E S  A ND  S T I L L  L O O KS  U P  T H E  ME A NI NG  O F
S O ME  W O R D S  T O O .  NO B O D Y  R E A L L Y  E V E R  H A S  P E R F E C T  KNO W L E D G E  D U E  
T O  T H E  D E P T H  A ND  B R E A D T H  O F  L A NG U A G E .

• A T T R I T I O N :  NO  A T T R I T I O N O C C U R R E D

• I  W O U L D  C L A S S  H E R  A S  A  MA X I MA L I S T .

MINIMALIST                                                      MAXIMALIST



INTERVIEWEE #4

• D O  Y O U  C O N S I D E R  Y O U R S E L F  T O  B E  B I L I N G U A L ?  “ Y E S . ”

• H O W  W O U L D  Y O U  D E F I N E  B I L I N G U A L I S M ?  “ S P E A K I N G  2  O R  M O R E  L A N G U A G E S . ”

• W H E N  D I D  Y O U  L E A R N  Y O U R  S E C O N D  L A N G U A G E ?  “ F R O M  T H E  S T A R T ,  B U T  N E V E R  P E R F E C T L Y  B E C A U S E  I  O N L Y  S P O K E  
F R E N C H  W I T H  M Y  F A T H E R .  I  S P O K E  D U T C H  ( F L E M I S H )  W I T H  M Y  M O T H E R ,  A T  S C H O O L  A N D  O T H E R  S O C I A L  S E T T I N G S .  
I  O F F I C I A L L Y  L E A R N E D  E N G L I S H  F R O M  T H E  A G E  O F  1 3  A N D  S P A N I S H  F R O M T H E  S T A R T  O F  M Y  M O V I N G  T O  M E X I C O  
( I . E .  4  Y E A R S  A G O ) . ”  

• H O W  D I D  Y O U  L E A R N  Y O U R  L 2  ( A N D  L 3 ,  L 4 ) ?  L 2 :  F R E N C H  S P E A K I N G  F A T H E R  +  S C H O O L  ( F R E N C H  A S  2 N D  L A N G U A G E ) .  L 3 :  
E F L  A T  S C H O O L  +  T E L E V I S I O N  +  T R A V E L L I N G .  L 4 :  S P A N I S H  L E A R N E D  T H R O U G H  I M M E R S I O N  I N  M E X I C O .
W H I C H  L A N G U A G E  D O  Y O U  U S E  M O R E  O F T E N ?  ~  8 5 %  S P A N I S H ,  5 %  E N G L I S H ,   5 %  F R E N C H  A N D  5 %  D U T C H .

• D O  Y O U  T H I N K  Y O U  F U L L Y  A C Q U I R E D  T H E  S E C O N D  ( L 2 )  L A N G U A G E ?  “ I  S P E A K  A L L  O F  T H E  L A N G U A G E S  F L U E N T L Y  B U T  I  
M A K E  A  F E W  G R A M M A R  M I S T A K E S . ”  

• H O W  D O E S  Y O U R  L 1  K N O W L E D G E  A F F E C T  Y O U R  L 2 ?  “ M Y  L 1  H A S N ’ T  A F F E C T E D  M Y  L 2  B U T  M Y  L 2  ( F R E N C H )  H A S  H A D  A N  
E F F E C T  O N  L E A R N I N G  T H E  L 4  ( S P A N I S H ) . ”  

• I N  W H I C H  C O N T E X T  D O  Y O U  U S U A L L Y  C O D E - S W I T C H ? W H E N  S P E A K I N G  S P A N I S H  W I T H  A  M E X I C A N  W H O S E  L 2  I S  E N G L I S H  
O R  F R E N C H ,  H E  S O M E T I M E S  U S E S  S P A N G L I S H  O R  F R A Ñ O L T O  H E L P  H I M S E L F  O U T .   H E ’ D  O C C A S I O N A L L Y  S P E A K  
D U T C H  T O  H I S  F A T H E R .

• H A S  Y O U R  L A N G U A G E  G O N E  T H R O U G H  A T T R I T I O N ?  H O W  A N D  W H Y ?  I N  F O R M A L  O C C A S I O N S  I T  T A K E S  L O N G E R  T O  C O M E  
U P  W I T H  T H E  R I G H T  T H I N G S  T O  S A Y .  
H O W  D O  T H E  L A N G U A G E S  Y O U  S P E A K  S H A P E  Y O U R  I D E N T I T Y ?  B E C A U S E  O F  H I S  B I L I N G U A L I S M  H E  I S  M O R E  O P E N  A N D  
S O C I A B L E .  
H E  S O M E T I M E S  B E H A V E S  D I F F E R E N T L Y  D E P E N D I N G  O N  T H E  L A N G U A G E  H E ’ S  S P E A K I N G .  ( E . G .  M O R E  R U D E  I N  S P A N I S H  
W I T H O U T  R E A L I S I N G  I T  A N D  M O R E  P O L I T E  I N  F R E N C H  T H A N  H E  I S  I N  D U T C H )



CONCLUSIONS…

H E  C A N  B E  C L A S S E D  A S  A  S I M U LTAN E O U S  B I L I N G UAL .
W E  A R G U E  T H I S  B E C AU S E  H E  I S  S O ME O NE  W H O S E  T WO  L A NG UAG E S  W E R E  P R E S E NT  
F RO M T H E  O NS E T  O F  AC Q U I S I T I O N . 

F U RT H E R  E X PA ND I NG  O N C O D E  S W I T C H I NG …
( C O D E - S W I T C H I NG )  " O C C U R S  W H E N A  B I L I NG UA L  I NT RO D U C E S  A  C O M P LE T E LY  
U N A S S I M I LAT E D  WO R D  F RO M  A NOT H E R  LA NG UAG E  I NTO  H I S  S P E E C H . " ( H AU G E N 
1956 : 40 )

“ C O D E - S W I T C H I NG  I S  A  V E R B A L  S K I LL  R E QU I R I NG  A  LA R G E  D E G R E E  O F  L I NG U I S T I C  
C O M P E T E NC E  I N  M O R E  T H A N O NE  LA NG UAG E , R AT H E R  T H A N A  D E F E C T  A R I S I NG  
F RO M  I NS U F F I C I E NT  K NOW LE D G E  O F  O NE  O R  T H E  OT H E R .” ( S . P O P LAC K , 1980 )

H E  S A I D  W H E N S P E A K I NG  S PA NI S H  W I T H  A  ME X I C A N W H O  H A S  E NG L I S H  O R  F R E NC H  
A S  L 2 , H E  S O ME T I ME S  U S E S  S PA NG L I S H  O R  F R A ÑO L TO  T RY  TO  MA KE  C L E A R  W H AT  H E ’ S  
S AY I NG  W H E N H E  D O E S N ’ T  KNOW  H OW  TO  I N  S PA NI S H . 
=  R E F E R E NT I A L  F U NC T I O N ( A P P LE  &  M U Y S K E N , 1987 )

H E  MA I N LY  S P O KE  D U T C H  W I T H  H I S  ( F R E NC H - S P E A K I NG )  FAT H E R  I F  H E  WA S  A NG RY.
=  R E F E R E NT I A L , D I R E C T I V E  ( E X C LU D E  F AT H E R )  O R  E X P R E S S I V E  F U NC T I O N ( TO  
E X P R E S S  F E E L I NG S ) ?  ( A P P E L  &  M U Y S K E N , 1987 )  M O O D  O F  T H E  S P E A K E R ?  ( L2  TA K E S  
LE S S  E F F O RT )  ( D. C RY S TA L , 1987 )
H A S  A  D E G R E E  A ND  A  MA S T E R S  I N  F R E NC H



INTERVIEWEE #5

• D O  Y O U  C O N S I D E R  Y O U R S E L F  B I L I N G U A L ?  Y E S ,  F O R  S U R E

• W H A T  I S  Y O U R  D E F I N I T I O N  O F  B I L I N G U A L I S M ? W H E N  A  P E R S O N  H A S  G O O D  C O M M A N D  O V E R  T H E  L A N G U A G E S  A N D  H E  
S P E A K S  F L U E N T L Y  I N  B O T H  O F  T H E M .  T H E Y  H A V E  T O  K N O W  T H E  L A N G U A G E  T O  B E  A B L E  T O  S P E A K  A N D  C O N V E R S E  
I N  I T  A N D  I F  H E  D O E S N ’ T  K N O W  I T  F U L L Y ,  I  D O N ’ T  T H I N K  H E  C A N  B E  C O N S I D E R E D  A S  A  B I L I N G U A L .

• H O W  M A N Y  L A N G U A G E S  C A N  Y O U  S P E A K ? U R D U ,  E N G L I S H  A N D  A R A B I C

• A T  W H A T  A G E  D I D  Y O U  S T A R T  L E A R N I N G  T H E  L A N G U A G E S ?  U R D U  F R O M  B I R T H ,  E N G L I S H  W H E N  I  S T A R T E D  S C H O O L  
W H E R E A S  A R A B I C  I N 1 9 8 0  W H E N  I  W A S  2 3 .

• W H Y  D I D  Y O U  S T A R T  L E A R N I N G  A R A B I C ?  T O  L E A R N  T H E  L A N G U A G E  O F  T H E  L A N D .  I N  O R D E R  T O  G E T  W O R K  A N D  E A S I L Y  
C O M M U N I C A T E  W I T H  T H E  P E O P L E  O F  T H E  C O U N T R Y  I  S T A R T E D  L E A R N I N G  A R A B I C .  I  W A N T E D  T O  L E A R N  T H E  A R A B  
C U L T U R E  A N D  L I F E S T Y L E  S I N C E  I  W A S  L I V I N G  I N  A N  A R A B  C O U N T R Y .  

• W H I C H  L A N G U A G E  D O  Y O U  U S E  M O R E ? I  M A I N L Y  U S E  E N G L I S H  A N D  U R D U  M O R E .  E N G L I S H  W I T H  M Y  C O L L E A G U E S  A N D  
G E N E R A L L Y  W I T H  P E O P L E  I N  T H E  W O R K P L A C E ,  M Y  K I D S  E T C .  A N D  M A I N L Y  U R D U  W I T H  M Y  W I F E .  I  C O N V E R S E  I N  
A R A B I C  W H E N  I ’ M  T A L K I N G  T O  M Y  A R A B  F R I E N D S  A N D  C O L L E A G U E S  I N  M Y  O F F I C E .

• W H A T  I S  Y O U R  L A / L B ? M Y  D O M I N A N T  L A N G U A G E  I S  E N G L I S H  A S  I  U S E  I T  E V E R Y  D A Y  A N D  T H U S  M Y  L B  W O U L D  B E  U R D U  
A S  I  O N L Y  C O N V E R S E  I N  I T  W I T H  M Y  M E M B E R S  O F  M Y  F A M I L Y  A N D  C L O S E  F R I E N D S .  M Y  L C  W O U L D  B E  A R A B I C  A S  I  
O N L Y  U S E  I T  W H E N  T A L K I N G  T O  L O C A L  F R I E N D S  A N D  C O L L E A G U E S .

• H O W  A N D  W H E R E  D I D  Y O U  L E A R N  A R A B I C ? I N  A  C L A S S R O O M  W I T H  5 - 1 0  O T H E R  P E O P L E  O F  D I F F E R E N T  B A C K G R O U N D S . A  
M I D D L E  A G E D  A R A B I C  G E N T L E M A N  T A U G H T  M E .

• W H A T  L A N G U A G E  D O  Y O U  T H I N K / D R E A M  I N ?  I  T H I N K  I N  E N G L I S H  9 5 %  O F  T H E  T I M E .  F O R  A R A B I C  I  H A V E  T O  T R A N S L A T E  
M Y  S E N T E N C E S  F R O M  E N G L I S H  A N D  T H E N  V O I C E  T H E M .  I  D R E A M  I N  B O T H  E N G L I S H  A N D  U R D U .  

• H O W  D O E S  T H E  L A N G U A G E  S H A P E  Y O U R  I D E N T I T Y ? C O N N E C T I N G  W I T H  P E O P L E  I S  E A S I E R .  H E L P S  M E  U N D E R S T A N D  T H E I R  
C U L T U R E  A N D  W A Y  O F  L I F E  A N D  M O S T  O F  T H E  T I M E  I  F E E L  W H E N  I  A M  W I T H  T H E M ,  I  A M  A  P A R T  O F  T H E M ,  T H E I R  
G R O U P ,  T H E I R  C U L T U R E .  I  D O N ’ T  F E E L  L I K E  A N  O U T S I D E R  B Y  S P E A K I N G  A R A B I C .  U R D U  O N  T H E  O T H E R  H A N D  I S  M Y  
N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E .

• D O E S  Y O U R  L 1  A F F E C T  Y O U R  L 2 ? M Y  L 1  D O E S  N O T  A F F E C T  M Y  L 2  B U T  M Y  L 2  D O E S  A F F E C T  M Y  L 3  W H I C H  I S  A R A B I C .
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• W H E N I  A S KE D  W H AT  D E F I N I T I O N O F  B I L I NG UA L I S M  H E  MO S T  R E L AT E D  
W I T H , H E  R E P L I E D  B Y  S AY I NG  T H E  F I R S T  O NE . H E  T H I NKS  T H AT  I N  O R D E R  TO  
B E  B I L I NG UA L , O NE  H A S  TO  H AV E  A  G O O D  C O MMA ND  OV E R  T H E  
L A NG UAG E S  T H E Y  AC Q U I R E D.

• T H E Y  H AV E  TO  KNOW  T H E  B A S I C S  A S  W E L L  A S  T H E  C O MMO NLY  U S E D  
J A R G O N I N  E V E RY DAY  L A NG UAG E  TO  B E  A B L E  TO  I D E NT I F Y  A S  A  B I L I NG UA L . 

• C L A S S I F I E D  A S  A  S E Q U E NT I A L  B I L I NG UA L  A S  H E  AC Q U I R E D  L 2  A  F E W  Y E A R S  
A F T E R  L 1  A ND  L 3  E V E N L AT E R .

• H E  U S E S  C O D E - S W I T C H I N G F RO M L 2 - L 3  ( E NG L I S H - A R A B I C )  W H E N 
C O NV E R S I NG  W I T H  L O C A L  C O L L E AG U E S  A ND  F R I E ND S  I N  S I T UAT I O NS  
W H E R E  H E  I S  U NA B L E  TO  F I ND  T H E  E X AC T  WO R D  I N  A R A B I C . 

• I  WO U L D  C L A S S I F Y  H I M  U ND E R  T H E  M AX I M AL I S T  I NT E R P R E TAT I O N O F  
B I L I NG UA L I S M  A S  I T  I S  W H E N “ T H E  S P E A K E R  I S  A B LE  TO  C O ND U C T  A LL  O F  
H I S  AC T I V I T I E S  I N  A  G I V E N D UA L  L I NG U I S T I C  E NV I RO NM E NT  
S AT I S F AC TO R I LY.” ( B E A R D S M O R E , 1982 : 15 )  

• NO  AT T R I T I O N O C C U R R E D.

MINIMALIST                                                      MAXIMALIST



INTERVIEWEE #6

• W H A T  D O  Y O U  D E F I N E  A S  B I L I N G U A L I S M ?  S O M E O N E  W H O  S P E A K S  2  O R  M O R E  L A N G U A G E S .

• A T  W H A T  A G E  D I D  Y O U  S T A R T  L E A R N I N G  T H E  L A N G U A G E S ?  S O M A L I  A N D  E N G L I S H  F R O M  C H I L D H O O D .  

• A T  W H A T  A G E  D I D  Y O U  F U L L Y  A C Q U I R E  I T ?  I  F U L L Y  A C Q U I R E D  S O M A L I  W H E N  I  W A S  5  A N D  A L S O  E N G L I S H  W H E N  I  
W A S  5  Y E A R S  O L D .

• H O W / W H E R E  D I D  Y O U  L E A R N  I T ?  I  L E A R N T  T H E  B A S I C S  O F  E N G L I S H  A T  H O M E  F R O M  M Y  E N G L I S H  S P E A K I N G  F A M I L Y  
M E M B E R S  A N D  F U R T H E R  D E V E L O P E D  M Y  A C Q U I S I T I O N  W H E N  S T A R T I N G  S C H O O L

• W H I C H  L A N G U A G E  D O  Y O U  U S E  M O R E ?  I  T H I N K  I  U S E  E N G L I S H  A  L I T T L E  M O R E  T H A N  S O M A L I  A S  I  A M  U S U A L L Y  I N  
E N V I R O N M E N T S  W H E R E  I ’ D  H A V E  T O ,  L I K E  U N I V E R S I T Y  A N D  W O R K .  S O M A L I I S  M A I N L Y  M Y  ‘ H O M E ’  L A N G U A G E ,  T O  
C O M M U N I C A T E  W I T H  S O M E  F A M I L Y  M E M B E R S .

• W H A T  M O T I V A T E D  Y O U  T O  L E A R N  I T ?  E N G L I S H  B E C A U S E  I  A T T E N D E D  S C H O O L  A N D  W A N T E D  T O  B E  A B L E  T O  
C O M M U N I C A T E ,  M A K E  F R I E N D S  A N D  S O  O N  A N D  S O M A L I  B E C A U S E  I T S  M Y  N A T I V E  L A N G U A G E  A N D  I  W A N T E D  T O  
B E  A B L E  T O  C O M M U N I C A T E  T O  M Y  E X T E N D E D  F A M I L Y  ( G R A N D P A R E N T S ,  A U N T I E S )  W H O  O N L Y  S P E A K  S O M A L I .  

• W H I C H  L A N G U A G E  I S  Y O U R  L A / L B  A N D  W H A T  C O N T E X T S  D O  Y O U  U S E  T H E M  I N ?  E N G L I S H  I S  M Y  L A  ( E V E R Y D A Y ,  H O M E ,  
W O R K ,  F R I E N D S )  A N D  B E N G A L I  I S  M Y  L B  ( O L D E R  F A M I L Y  M E M B E R S )  A N D  A R A B I C  I S  M Y  L C  ( W I T H  S O M E  A R A B  
F R I E N D S )

• H O W  D O  T H E  L A N G U A G E S  Y O U  L E A R N T  S H A P E  Y O U R  I D E N T I T Y ?  L E A R N I N G  S O M A L I  A L L O W E D  M E  T O  H A V E  A  S T R O N G E R  
C O N N E C T I O N  T O  M Y  C U L T U R E  A N D  E X T E N D E D  F A M I L Y  W H O  O N L Y  S P E A K  S O M A L I .  E N G L I S H  A L L O W E D  M E  T O  
H A V E  B E T T E R  C O M M U N I C A T I O N  I N  T E R M S  O F  W O R K  A N D  S C H O O L .

• H O W  D O E S  Y O U  L 1  E F F E C T  Y O U R  L 2 ?  M Y  L 1  A C T U A L L Y  H A S  N O  E F F E C T  O N  M Y  L 2 .

• W H I C H  L A N G U A G E  D O  Y O U  T H I N K / D R E A M  I N ?  E N G L I S H

• W O U L D  Y O U  C L A S S  Y O U R S E L F  A  B I L I N G U A L ?  Y E S  D E F I N I T E L Y  
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• I  W O U L D  D E F I NE  F A I S A  A S  A  S I MU L T A NE O U S  B I L I NG U A L  A S  B O T H  H E R  
L A NG U A G E S ,  S O MA L I  A ND  E NG L I S H ,  W E R E  P R E S E NT  F R O M T H E  O NS E T  O F  
A C Q U I S I T I O N .

• S H E  I S  A N  E A R L Y  B I L I NG U A L  A S  H E R  L 2  W A S  A C Q U I R E D  W I T H I N  
C H I L D H O O D .  

• LA NG U A G E  M O D E  ( G R O S J E A N,  2009 ) ,  R E F E R S  T O  T H E  S T A T E  O F  
A C T I V A T I O N O F  T H E  B I L I NG U A LS ’  LA NG U A G E S  A ND  LA NG U A G E  
P R O C E S S I NG  A T  A  G I V E N M O D E  I N  T I M E .

• S H E  S A Y S  S H E  I S  MA I NL Y  A L W A Y S  I N  A  MO NO L I NG U A L  MO D E  A S  A L MO S T  
A L L  O F  H E R  D A Y - T O - D A Y  I NT E R A C T I O NS  A R E  W I T H  O T H E R S  T H A T  D O  NO T  
S P E A K  T H E  S A ME  L A NG U A G E  A S  H E R .

• I  W O U L D  A L S O  L A B E L  H E R  A S  A  MA X I MA L I S T

• A T T R I T I O N :  S H E  S A Y S  T H A T  L E A R NI NG  H E R  L 2  H A D  NO  E F F E C T  O N H E R  L 1 ,  
A ND  S H E  C A N S P E A K  B O T H  L A NG U A G E S  W I T H  A  NA T I V E  P R O F I C I E NC Y .  

MINIMALIST                                                      MAXIMALIST



SUMMARY…

• I N  R E G A R D S  TO  T H E  PA RT I C I PA NT S  W E  I NT E RV I E W E D, B I L I NG UA L  AC Q U I S I T I O N 
WA S  MA I NLY  AC Q U I R E D  F O R  S O C I A L  A ND  C O MMU NI C AT I V E  R E A S O NS . O U R  
I NT E RV I E W S  AC Q U I R E D  T H E I R  L 2  TO  B E  A B L E  TO  C O MMU NI C AT E  F O R  WO R K ,
S C H O O L  A ND  T H E  L A NG UAG E  C O MMU NI T I E S  T H E Y  H A D  MOV E D  TO.

• T H RO U G H  T H E  I NT E RV I E W S  C O ND U C T E D, W E  F O U ND  T H AT  AT T R I T I O N D I D  
TA K E  P L AC E , S P E C I F I C A L LY  W I T H  I NT E RV I E W E E  O NE  ( T U R K I S H )  A ND  
I NT E RV I E W E E  T WO  ( B E NG A L I ) . B OT H  I NT E RV I E W E E ’ S  S A I D  T H AT  W H E N 
L E A R NI NG  T H E I R  L 2 / L 3  T H E I R  P RO F I C I E NC Y  I N  T H E I R  L 1 / L 2  D E C L I NE D  A S  T H E Y  
W E R E  NO  L O NG E R  C O MMU NI C AT I O N O R  P R AC T I C I NG  T H E  F E AT U R E S  O F  T H E  
L A NG UAG E  I N  S C H O O L  O R  S O C I A L  E NV I RO NME NT S , A S  T H E Y  W E R E  S P E A K I NG
T H E  L A NG UAG E  O F  T H E  E NV I RO NME NT  T H E Y  W E R E  I N .

• T H I S  C A N B E  L I NKE D  TO  T H E  AC T I VAT I O N T H R E S H O LD  H Y P OT H E S I S  ( PA R D I S  
2007 )  W H I C H  P R E D I C T S  T H AT  LA NG UAG E  D I S U S E  LE A D S  TO  G R A D UA L  LO S S  
OV E RT I M E  A ND  T H E  M O S T  F R E QU E NT LY  U S E  E LE M E NT S  O F  L2  W I LL  
R E P LAC E D  T H E  LE S S  U S E D  L1  C O U NT E R PA RT S .

• W E  C A N S E E  T H RO U G H  T H E  T WO  I NT E RV I E W E E S  T H AT  T H E I R  L 1  D I S U S E  H A S  
L E A D  TO  G R A D UA L  L 1  AT T R I T I O N A ND  W E  B E L I E V E  T H I S  I S  D U E  TO  T H E  FAC T  
O F  T H E  L A NG UAG E  NOT  B E I NG  P R AC T I C E D  A ND  U S E D  F R E Q U E NT LY. W E  C A N 
S E E  T H AT  T H O S E  I NT E RV I E W E E S  T H AT  U S E  B OT H  T H E I R  L 1 / L 2  A ND  E V E N L 3  A R E  
NOT  U ND E R G O I NG  L A NG UAG E  AT T R I T I O N , A S  T H E Y  A R E  C O NS TA NT LY  U S I NG  
T H E  L A NG UAG E S  A ND  T H E R E  I S  NO  ‘ L O S S ’  O F  T H E I R  L 1 .



IN SUMMARY

• T H E  I D E A  O F  T H E  C R I T I C A L  P E R I O D  H Y P OT H E S I S  C A N A L S O  B E  
I NT RO D U C E D. LE NNE B U R G  ( 1967 )  S U G G E S T E D  T H AT  T H E R E  WA S  A  
NE U RO LO G I C A LLY  B A S E D  C R I T I C A L  P E R I O D  F O R  S E C O ND  
LA NG UAG E  AC QU I S I T I O N, E ND I NG  A RO U ND  T H E  O NS E T  O F  
P U B E RT Y, B E YO ND  W H I C H  C O M P LE T E  M A S T E RY  O F  A  LA NG UAG E , 
F I R S T  O R  S E C O ND, I S  NO  LO NG E R  P O S S I B LE . ( C I T E D  F RO M  
B O NG A E RT Z  E T  A L  1997 : 447 )

• H OW E V E R , A S  E X E MP L I F I E D  T H RO U G H  O U R  I NT E RV I E W S , W E  C A N 
C O NC L U D E  T H AT  T H I S  MAY  NOT  B E  T RU E . F O R  E X A MP L E , 
I NT E RV I E W E E  2  AC Q U I R E D  A R A B I C  F U L LY  AT  T H E  AG E  O F  1 9 , A F T E R  
T H E  O N S E T  O F  P U B E RT Y, T H E R E F O R E  O P P O S I NG  T H I S  
C O NT ROV E R S I A L  V I E W.

• S O ME  S T U D I E S , S U C H  A S  B O NG A E RT S  E T  A L  ( 1 9 9 7 )  H AV E  F O U ND  
T H AT  L AT E  L 2  L E A R NE R S  C A R E  A B L E  TO  AC H I E V E  NAT I V E  
P RO F I C I E NC Y  L E V E L S  I N  T H E I R  L 2 , A ND  T H E Y  D O. 
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